19 
Mother’s Teaching 


When Gandhiji was just a child, one day, his elder brother 
slapped him. He went weeping to his mother and complained. 
Mother said—“You also slap him.” Gandhiji retorted—“You 
don’t stop him, who has committed mistake and are asking me to 
commit the same mistake.” 

Mother said—“My son! I was taking your test. I am happy to 
see your feelings towards your family and wish that when you 
grow up similar feelings may develop in you towards the whole 
world. If one has the courage to check a person, who commits 
mistakes, then only world peace can be maintained.” 

Family is the primary school for such teachings and 
Sanskars. Mother is the first teacher of a child. Such teachings 
of his mother made Gandhiji great and 
he was respected world over as Bapu. 
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19 
Problem of Nintynine 


A Seth lived in a large Kothi. In his neighbourhood lived a 
labourer in a small cottage. Labourer and his wife worked 
hard whole day. In the evening, they cooked their meal, took it 
and slept peacefully. They were happy and satisfied. Seth’s 
wife looked at them from the roof. 

One day, Seth’s wife told her husband—“See, how happy 
they are? We don’t eat or sleep properly and are always 
worried for the safety of our money.” Seth replied—“This 
labourer has not yet faced the problem of ninetynine.” 

His wife asked—“What is the problem of ninetynine?” 

In the night, Seth tied ninetynine one-rupee coins in a 
cloth and threw it in the courtyard of the labourer. Tn the 
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morning, labourer and his wife saw this. On counting they 
found ninetynine rupees. Wife said—“We will save money to 
make it hundred.” From that day they cut their meals to half 
and saved one rupee in few days. Now, they became greedy 
and decided to increase their money. They were always 
worried and lost their health and happiness. 

Seth told his wife—“This is the problem of ninetynine. 
Man looses his peace and pleasure in satisfying his greed for 


money.” 
We must be satisfied on getting enough for our needs. 
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Brahman’s Foolishness 


A divine snake lived in the roots of a Peepal tree. A 
Brahman recognized him. He offered one bow! of milk daily to 
him. Divine snake was pleased. He drank milk and placed one 
gold coin in the bowl everyday. Brahman became richer, day 
by day and his greed also increased. 

Brahman thought that snake must be having a large 
stock of gold coins. Why not kill the snake and get all the coins 
in one day ? He killed the snake but, on digging under the 
Peepal tree there was nothing. Now, he was helpless and 
repenting on his foolishness. 

To think of becoming rich like this is clearly a foolishness. 
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Kasturi Bat 


In the Khodiyar Mata Mandir of Bhavnagar, Gujrat, 
Chandipath was organized. On its Purnahuti, a goat was being 
sacrificed. A Brahman girl, Kasturi Bai was looking this. She 
could not bear the yelling of the goat. She rushed and stood 
before the idol of Chandi. She said—“If sacrifice is necessary, 
then instead of goat, Brahman gir] will be sacrificed.” 

People tried their best to desist her but she remained 
unmoved. Finally, people had to leave the idea of sacrifice. 

King was very happy to know about the courage of this girl 
and banned sacrifice forever. 

God is never pleased with the sacrifice of any animal. 
Rather, we shall sacrifice or leave our bad habits and develop 
good habits. This is the only way to please the God. 
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Caring for Others 


One night few guests reached Sabarmati Ashram. Sri 
Moti Lal Nehru (father of Jawahar Lal) was also with them. 
Food was needed for them. After day’s work Ba was tired and 
had just slept. A boy of Travancore and a girl named, Kusum 
helped Ba in cooking. Gandhiji asked them to prepare food 
for guests. Both children did the job. 

When Ba got up, she complained—“Why you did not woke 
me up? These children also needed rest.” Ba and Bapu both 
always cared for others. Their devotion to help and serve 

others made them lovable by all. 
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National feeling of a British Doctor 


Shahjahan was then the ruler of India. His daughter was 
seriously ill. By chance, a doctor from Britain had also come to 
India with the traders. He was called by the king. He treated 
and cured king’s daughter. 

Shahjahan was very much pleased and asked the doctor to 
take whatever he wished. Doctor loved his country. He did not 
ask anything for himself and wanted to do good for his 
country. He said—“O king! You just finish the tax on trade 
with my country.” 

King agreed to it. Britishers started to bring goods from 
their country and sold them in India on a high profit. They also 
settled here and one day they became rulers of this country. 

Sacrifice of that doctor for his country and country men, 
gives inspiration to everyone. 
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Shudra and Brahman 


Mahatma Ramanuj was a great philosopher. When he became 
old and weak, he needed help of someone to go up to river for bath. 
He used to go with the help of a Brahman and returned with help 
of a Shudra. 

People were surprised and asked—“Bhagwan ! You become 
impure by touching a Shudra. What is the use of your bath then?” 

Ramanuj smiled and said—“Bathing only purifies one’s body. 
Impurity of mind is ego. Unless a person totally removes his ego, 
his mind will remain impure. By touching a Shudra, I try to 
remove this impurity. I think myself insignificant. All others are 
greater than me. Even Shudras are greater than me. To maintain 
this thinking, I take the help of Shudra.” 

Listening this, people’s respect for him increased. They 
touched his feet and realized that we should not differentiate on 
the basis of caste or creed. Every person should be treated as 
equal. 7 
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Satisfy your Soul 


Those days Swami Vivekanand was in America. Mostly, 
he used to cook his food himself. One day, when the food had 
been cooked, few hungry children came there. Swamiji gave 
all food to those children. He felt extremely delighted. 

An American woman was looking all this and 
asked—“Swamiyji! You have not eaten anything and gave it to 
these children?” 

He said—“Mataji! It is more important to satisfy the 
hunger of soul than that of stomach. My soul is fully satisfied 
by seeing these children eating. I have got peace of mind and 
when soul and mind are satisfied, hunger of stomach is also 
satisfied.” 

Listening Swamiji’s such elated thoughts that American 
lady bowed with reverence. 
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Burnt his House to Save others 


There was a fair in a village on the bank of ocean. Large number 
of people were present. Old Hagamoochi noticed that water level 
had gone much back. It had never gone so back even in low tide. He 
realized the mystery. He remembered that once in his childhood, 
the water had gone back like this but on return the tide was so high, 
that many villages had been washed away. 

Now the problem was how to alert the people? He thought and 
set fire to his house, which was on a hillock. Seeing the fire, people 

rushed to extinguish it. By this time, high tide 

al y came but as the crowd was on the hillock they all 
were saved. 

People were highly obliged to Hagamoochi 

for his benevolence. Later, after his death, a 

memorial was constructed in his honour, 

which is still standing there. 
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Gandhiji’s Simplicity 


Life of great men is like a lighthouse. Any person may get 
knowledge and inspiration from them. Their honesty and 
simplicity teaches us the correct way of living. 

Once a press reporter went to meet Gandhiji. He had heard 
that Gandhiji could shave without a mirror. He asked—“Bapu! 
Why don’t you look your face in the mirror?” Gandhiji 
replied—“Every person, who comes to meet me, looks at my 
face. Where is the need for me, to look at it myself?” 
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Inspiration from Spider 


Once a spider was fixing a web. She was trying but the web 
broke again and again. She was not dejected and continued her 
efforts. On her fourteenth effort, she succeeded in fixing the web. 

Brooso was looking all this. He had been defeated in war 
thirteen times and was now hiding in jungle. He got inspiration 
from the spider. He rose up and prepared for war with a double 
confidence and courage. This time he won. 

Brooso used to say that failure only shows that effort was not 
upto the mark. Those, who realize and rectify their mistakes, can 
even make impossible as possible. 


—_ 2: 


Free Read/ Download & Order 3000+ books authored by Yugrishi Pt. Shriram Sharma Acharya (Founder of 
All World Gayatri Pariwar) on all aspects of life in Hindi, Gujarati, English, Marathi and other languages at 


www.vicharkrantibooks.org http://literature.awgp.org 


12 


13 
Gandhiji and a Farmer 


Those days Gandhiji was touring Bihar. A farmer 
boarded the train in which Gandhiji was also traveling. He 
was going to have a glimpse of Gandhiji. He saw a person ona 
seat of third class compartment sitting with his legs 
stretched. Farmer pushed that person in a corner 
saying—“You think that the train belongs to your father.” 

When train reached Betia, there was a huge crowd on 
railway platform shouting Gandhiji Ki Jai and garlanded 
him. Farmer was surprised to see that Gandhiji was same 
person with whom he misbehaved in train. He repented and 
apologized. Gandhiji said—“Don’t worry. I was at fault as I 
had taken more space than authorised.” 
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Costly Body 


A distressed person approached a Sant and said—“I am 
very unlucky and have got nothing. It is better to die.” Sant 
said—“It seems that you are unaware of your valuable 
possessions? I can tell you. Will you give me your one eye, one 
hand and one leg? I will pay you one Lakh gold coins for each 
of them.” 

That person said—“Bhagwan! I can’t give them. How will 
I live without them?” Sant then retorted—“You fool ! You are 
having this human body worth Crores of rupees. Why are you 
unnecessarily weeping?” 

Most people don’t evaluate their possessions and powers 
and lead a miserable life. When some enlightened Sant 
awakens them, then they know their worth. 
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Faithful Student 


There were many students in the Gurukul of Rishi 
Dhaumya. He was a devoted teacher and always tried to give 
good Sanskars to his students. He often tested them also. 

Once it was raining very heavily. Dhaumya asked his 
student Aaruni—“Beta! Ridge of the field is broken and water is 
flowing out. You go to the field and mend the ridge.” Aaruni at 
once went to the field. Flow of water was very strong. He was 
unable to check it. As there was no alternative, Aaruni decided 
to lie down on the ridge and thus, the flow of water was checked. 

When Aaruni did not return till late in the night, Dhaumya 
was worried. He went to the field and found him lying on the 
ridge. Dhaumya was overwhelmed and 
embraced Aaruni, the most faithful 
student. 

Practical good qualities are 
much better than bookish 
knowledge and make © 
glowing personality. 
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True Friends —anem 


There were two friends since childhood. One belonged to a 
rich family and could spend freely. Other came from a poor but 
Sanskarwan family and spent only when really needed. Rich 
friend insisted him to enjoy life with him but he never agreed. 
Rather, he always advised his friend that richness does not 
mean that he should spend uselessly. 

Later, they separated. Poor friend became teacher in a 
school, while rich one started his own business. After ten 
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years, they suddenly met in a hospital. Rich friend had lost his — 
money and due to many evil habits, his liver was damaged. He 
was undergoing treatment in hospital. Poor friend had now 
become Head Master of the school and was living a peaceful 
life with his wife and son. 

Rich friend repented and with tearful eyes said—“I failed 
to recognize my true friend. Had I accepted your advice, I 
would not have reached to this state of life.” His true friend 
was very kind-hearted. He got his disease cured and also 


helped him to start his life afresh. 
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Bapu’s Agony 


Bapu had cracked skin of his feet. Ba was cleaning the 
wounds with warm water. Bapu had clearly instructed not to 
waste water. Ba was also throwing the water in plants. 

One day, she threw the water in the rose plants. Bapu 
looked at rose plants in an angry mood. Ba asked the reason. 
Bapu said—“These rose flowers are beautiful but to me they 
are useless like thorns. If we had grown some vegetables in 
their place, that could have been used as food for someone. We 


could get some positive result of our labour.” 
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Dutiful Parrot 


A Zamindar had large fields with rice plantation. He had 
deputed four guards on the four corners of field. Yet parrots 
entered the field to feed themselves. One parrot after feeding 
himself also took few ears of rice. One day, guards trapped 
that parrot and produced him before the owner. 

Zamindar asked the parrot—“Why and where you take 
the ears of rice ?” Parrot replied, “Two for repaying the loan, 
two for giving loan and two for charity. I take six ears with 
me.” Zamindar asked—“What do you mean?” 

Parrot explained—* My old parents are now blind. I give 
two ears to them as repayment of loan. Two kids are very 
small. I give two ears to them as loan. My neighbour is ill. I 
give two ears to him as charity. For this, I take risk of being 
caught by your guards.” Zamindar loved that compassionate 
parrot and released him. 

Dutiful persons [Say | 
are always respected. |g) 
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Small thing — Big effect 


That was the day of Maun Vrat (silence) for Gandhiji. In 
the morning, he went for a walk with children of Ashram. He 
saw a three inch long needle lying. Gandhiji pointed a little 
girl to pick up that needle. Girl picked up but considering it to 
be useless, she later threw away that needle. 

In the evening, when Maun was over, he called that girl 
and asked for that needle. He became angry to learn that she 
had thrown away and directed her to search it. Needle was 
found. Gandhiji cleaned it and used in his spinning wheel. He 
said—“We must make the best use of everything and should 
not waste them.” 

These small things have great effect and make a man’s 
character strong. 
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19 21 
Reward of Honesty 


A passenger unknowingly left behind 2000 dollars in a hotel. 
Servant of the hotel saw the notes and covered them with grass, 
etc. Passenger returned after one week and enquired the hotel 
staff about his money. Servant removed the grass and showed 
the money at the place, where he had left it. 

Passenger was pleased with his honesty. He also needed one 
honest cashier for his business and so he took 
that servant with him. Gradually his salary 


increased and he became a rich person. ‘ 
Ce y 
Be 


Due to his honesty he won the 
confidence of the businessman and 
got extraordinary reward. Later, 
he became a top person in 
hotel business. His name 
was P. Hilton. 

It is true—honesty is 
like a glittering diamond 
among thousand gems. _ 
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Curse of Laziness 


Once Shaitan decided to take Sanyas. He started donating 
all his belongings. He donated drinking, back biting, jealousy, 
enemity, passion, anger, greed, affection, etc Only laziness 
remained, which he was not prepared to give. 

An old man asked—“Brother! When you are renouncing 
the world and taking Sanyas, why are you keeping one thing 
with you ?” 

Shaitan said—“If I am not happy in Sanyas and wish to 
come back to world this laziness will support me. With its help 
I will get back all that I have donated today.” 

Really, laziness is root of all evils. One should avoid 
laziness as it carries with it all other evils. 
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19 23 
Monkeys destroyed the Garden 


Ruler of Varanasi, Brahmadutt had a very beautiful garden 
containing many rare plants. Bodhi Sattwa was staying in this 
garden. A grand function had been organized in the city that day. 
Gardener was also desirous to attend that function. A group of 
monkeys also lived in the garden. Their leader was gardener’s 
friend. He called the leader monkey and said—“Friend! If you and 
other monkeys water the plants of the garden today, I may also 
attend the function.” 

Leader gladly agreed and promised to do the work for his 
friend. Gardener went away. Monkeys started watering the 

plants. Leader said—“We should not waste water. 
First pull the plants and see how deep 
the roots are. According to 
their depth give water 
to each plant.” 
Monkeys 
uprooted all the 
plants. 
| Bodhisattwa 
= returned from 
/- the function with 
gardener and saw 
this destruction. 
He took a deep 
sigh and. 
said—“Ignorant 
workers spoil the 
work.” 


Free Read/ Download & Order 3000+ books authored by Yugrishi Pt. Shriram Sharma Acharya (Founder of 
All World Gayatri Pariwar) on all aspects of life in Hindi, Gujarati, English, Marathi and other languages at 


www.vicharkrantibooks.org http://literature.awgp.org 


Prudent Decision 


Once there was famine in Malwa. There was no rain that 
year. Wells and tanks dried up and there was no grain to eat. 
Many farmers and labourers left the village and went to other 
places for work and food. 

A rich Seth of that area had enough stock of food grains. 
Before the public may loot it, he took a prudent decision. 
Instead of free distribution of grains, he started a mess at his 
house and gave cooked meal to everyone. But there was a 
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condition. All those, who were capable were required to work. 
They were asked to dig and make the wells and tanks deeper. 
This continued for several months. Water came in them and 
some crops were grown. 

Inspite of acute famine people saved their lives. Next year 
it rained and the village had much more water in store. People 
returned to the Seth what he had given them to face the 
calamity. Seth’s prudent decision earned him fame and 
honour. He was not a looser. 

_ Those, who help others are always honoured. 
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Raghupati Singh was a very 
brave and courageous soldier of 
Maharana Pratap. Akbar’s army 
was afraid of him. A reward had 
been declared to arrest him. 

Once, his son became 
seriously ill and was on death- 
bed. Raghupati Singh was eager 
to meet his son but there was very 
tight security in the village. 
Raghupati Singh approached the 
enemy soldier and said—“Please 
allow me to meet my son. I will 
come back soon, then you arrest 
me.” Soldier believed and allowed 


Raghupati Singh to meet his son. 
After sometime, he came back to 
that soldier. He was arrested and 
produced before Akbar. 

When the whole story was told to 
Akbar, he asked—“You could have 
easily escaped. Why you did not do 
that?” Ne 
Raghupati Singh replied —“Brave \*¥ 
persons are always true to their words. ’ a 
They never betray.” 
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Unity brings Prosperity 


A rich Seth had several sons and a large family. They had 
no affection and always quarrelled with each other. 

One night, Seth saw Luxmiji in his dream. She told Seth 
that she was leaving his house and asked him to take one 
boon. Seth requested—“Bhagwati! since you are pleased 
kindly remove the disputes of my family, so that all may live 
with affection.” 

Luxmiji said—“I was leaving your house due to family 
disputes. Now if all will live peacefully with affection, I will 
also have to live here.” 

Where people live in 
unity, there is always 
prosperity. 
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Formula of becoming Mahatma 


In Gandhiji’s Ashram, every person had the compulsory duty of 
cleaning and proper management. A very reverential devoted boy 
once stayed in this Ashram. He was also asked to clean and maintain 
the Ashram. He worked sincerely, followed all instructions and made 
them part of his life style. 

When the period of his stay was completed, he met Gandhiji and 
said—“Bapu! I had come here to learn the formula of becoming a 
Mahatma, but here I had to do ordinary cleaning work. The 
principles of becoming Mahatma have niether been told nor I have 
practiced them.” 

Bapu lovingly patted 
him and explained — 
“Son! Whatever Sanskars 
you have learnt here are 
the stepping stones for 
becoming Mahatma. The 
sincerity and concentration — 
with which these small ; 
works are done, sharpen 
the mind and that 

intelligence makes a 
person Mahatma.” 

In this manner 
Gandhiji developed a 
number of devoted public 
servants, who were free 
from all ego and desires. 
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Try to Progress 


There was a large mango grove. One day, the owner 
climbed the tree to pluck ripe fruits. One ripe mango was very 
much attached to the tree and was not willing to go. He hid 
between the leaves whle other mangoes gladly proceeded. 
Although, he was now feeling lonely, yet his attachment 
continued. Result was that his juice dried up and he became 
just like askeleton. 

Those, who are victim of attachment and are not prepared 
to move ahead, suffer like this. 

One must always try to progress. 
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Exemplary Sacrifice of Hara Rani 


Sardar Churawat was recently married. Hara Rani was a 
very beautiful and Sanskari wife. Those days people were 
distressed due to atrocities of Aurangzeb. Rajputs had to 
remain ever-ready to face him. Similar challenge was again 
there. Sardar Churawat was required to go to war front. His 
duty was calling him but the charm of Hara Rani was pulling 
him back. He was in a dilemma—go to war or not; leave his 
wife or not. Sardar Churawat was not able to decide. 

Seeing him worried, Hara Rani enquired the reason and 
Sardar told him the reason of his agony. She was perplexed 
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the interest of country that I finish my body. I must sacrifice 
myself to pull my husband out of this dilemma, so that he may 
concentrate on war.’ 

Hara Rani held her long hairs by one hand and by the 
other hand, gave a hard blow of sword on her neck. Her 
slaughtered head fell in the lap of Sardar Churawat. All this 
happened like a flash of lightening. Wife’s sacrifice opened his 
eyes. His dilemma was over. 

Sardar went to war on his horse and fought so bravely, 
that enemy had to run away. This was the result of exemplary 
sacrifice of Hara Rani. 
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Jagdish Chandra Basu 


A small incident inspired Jagdish Chandra Basu. In 
childhood, he was playing in the evening and was climbing 
over trees. His mother told him—‘“Don’t harass the trees in 
evening. This is the time for trees to sleep.” 

Mother’s words inspired him to 
think—‘Do the plants sleep? Do they 
really have life?’ This question 
remained haunting his brain. 

He studied and researched 
to develop a new theory of 
botanical science. He was 
awarded noble prize for this. 
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